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I also want to welcome the cochairs of 
the campaign for the Special Olympics, 
Steve Case and Peter Lynch, and all of 
those who support this fine organization. 
Thank you for coming tonight. 

And the highest title of all is held by 
the King of the Blues, B.B. King. Thank 
you for coming. 

We gather here to celebrate achievement 
of the Special Olympics, itself, and those 
who compete. Before we lived here, Laura 
and I were fortunate to be involved with 
the Special Olympics in Texas. And I’ll 
never forget being a hugger at Texas Me-
morial Stadium—such a wonderful experi-
ence. We’re so grateful for the Special 
Olympics. 

And so is America, because America at 
its best upholds the values of every person 
and the possibilities of every life. And Spe-
cial Olympics is an example of America at 
its best, sharing with the entire world a 
spirit of joy and kindness. The story of our 
country is an ever-widening circle, a society 
in which everyone has a place and everyone 
has something to give. You brought that 
spirit into the lives of more than a million 
children and adults across the world, and 
I thank you for that. 

Most of all, I congratulate the global 
messengers and athletes with us this 
evening: Cindy Bentley, Henry Moretti, 
Mohammad Nassar, Jia Sirui, Victor Stew-
art, Katy Wilson, Loretta Claiborne, and 
Ricardo Thornton. Each one of you has 
been recognized for giving your best, for 
sharing your many gifts with others, and 
for living out the Special Olympics oath: 
‘‘Let me win. But if I cannot win, let me 
be brave in the attempt.’’ Each one of you 
has set high goals, and you have met them 
through hard work and courage. 

We are all so proud to have you with 
us tonight and ask all of our guests to join 
me in toasting the brave and generous spir-
it of the Special Olympics. 
[At this point, the President offered a toast.] 

The President. And now it is my honor 
to welcome Mrs. Eunice Shriver.

NOTE: The President spoke at 7:47 p.m. on 
the State Floor at the White House. In his 
remarks, he referred to Eunice Kennedy 
Shriver, founder and honorary chairman, 
Sargent Shriver, chairman of the board, and 
their son Timothy P. Shriver, president and 
chief executive officer, Special Olympics; and 
Senator Edward M. Kennedy.

Memorandum on Provision of Marine War Risk Insurance Coverage 
December 12, 2001

Memorandum for the Secretary of State, 
the Secretary of Transportation

Subject: Provision of Marine War Risk 
Insurance Coverage

By virtue of the authority vested in me 
by the Constitution and laws of the United 
States, including 3 U.S.C. 301 and section 
1202 of the Merchant Marine Act, 1936, 
as amended (the ‘‘Act’’), 46 U.S.C. App. 
1282, I hereby:

Approve the provision by the Secretary 
of Transportation of insurance or rein-
surance of vessels (including cargoes 
and crew) entering the Middle East 
region against loss or damage by war 
risks in the manner and to the extent 
approved in title XII of the Act, 46 
U.S.C. App. 1281, et seq., for purposes 
of responding to the recent terrorist 
attacks, whenever, after consultation 
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with the Department of State, it ap-
pears to the Secretary of Transpor-
tation that such insurance adequate for 
the needs of the waterborne com-
merce of the United States cannot be 
obtained on reasonable terms and con-
ditions from companies authorized to 
do an insurance business in a State 
of the United States. This approval is 
effective for 6 months. I hereby dele-
gate to the Secretary of Transportation, 
in consultation with the Secretary of 
State, the authority vested in me by 
section 1202 of the Act, to approve 

the provision of insurance or reinsur-
ance for these purposes after the expi-
ration of 6 months.

The Secretary of Transportation is di-
rected to bring this approval to the imme-
diate attention of all operators and to ar-
range for its publication in the Federal Reg-
ister.

GEORGE W. BUSH 

NOTE: This memorandum was released by 
the Office of the Press Secretary on Decem-
ber 14. It was not received for publication 
in the Federal Register.

Remarks Prior to Discussions With Prime Minister Thaksin Chinnawat of 
Thailand and an Exchange With Reporters 
December 14, 2001

The President. I want to welcome the 
Prime Minister of our longtime friend Thai-
land to the Oval Office. Mr. Prime Min-
ister, thank you so much for being here. 

Prime Minister Thaksin. Thank you, Mr. 
President. 

The President. This is not the first time 
I’ve had a chance to have a meaningful 
discussion with the Prime Minister. We sat 
next to each other in Shanghai, and we 
had a couple of hours worth of very sub-
stantive discussions about our relationships, 
about our mutual concerns, about our de-
sire to work closely together on a variety 
of fronts. The Prime Minister has assured 
me—and this visit is further confirmation—
that our longtime friend will be a steady 
ally in the fight against terror. Mr. Prime 
Minister, I thank you for that. 

And secondly, today our Secretary of 
State and the Foreign Minister of his gov-
ernment are going to work on a framework 
for economic cooperation which will be 
completed. And it’s further evidence that 
this relationship is a strong, strong relation-
ship. 

And so, Mr. Prime Minister, I’m so 
thrilled you are here, and welcome to the 
Oval Office. 

Prime Minister Thaksin. Thank you, Mr. 
President. Thailand and the U.S. has been 
treaty allies since 1833. This is very right 
for me to visit and giving full support to 
U.S., which is our very long ally. And it’s 
very right for me to discuss war against 
terrorism and also economic issues that we 
should further enhance the cooperation 
among our two countries. 

The President. Thank you. 
Steve [Steve Holland, Reuters]—what 

we’re going to do is two questions from 
the American press, two questions from our 
visitors, if there are any. Steve. 

Usama bin Laden 
Q. Sir, what do you expect Americans 

to get out of the bin Laden tape? And 
what do you say to some of the Islamic 
world who contend it’s a farce or a fake? 

The President. Well, for those who con-
tend it’s a farce or a fake are hoping for 
the best about an evil man. I mean, this 
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